DUNDY COUNTY- A WOMAN OF FIRSTS
WRITTEN BY BARBARA A. MICEK

Dundy County woman first in family to graduate and to initiate program for
migrant needs
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Mid-Plains Community College.

Hard work, an ability to keep going when overcome with disappointments and
obstacles, and family support brought her to a new life of self-confidence she
never thought possible.
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She needed to complete classes for her high school diploma first.

And she needed to -- as this wife and mother putsit-- a A4 F NI R2Ay 3 &2 Y
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Mary was born in Idaho and raised in Texas by her grandparents who were
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When Mary was in high school -- at a time when she should have been looking

forward to prom and graduation -- her plans took an unexpected turn when she
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The treatments left Mary cancer free; however, going back to school was put on
hold. It was while she was in California she met her husband, Robert Castillo, at
the PX on a military base. She was walking out of the door as he was walking in
and they quickly realized they knew one another. Both had attended the same
high school together.

The reunion turned into dating and they married in 1989, later moving to

Littlefield, Texas, when Robert got out of the Marine Corps. Two years later

Robert was transferred to Idaho Falls with his job working for Larson Farms, a

large potato company. He was again transferred several years later to Haigler,
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As more migrants began to move into the area, Mary took a job at the school in
Haigler to help non-English speaking families. As she began to get involved in the
community, her perceptionof Nebrad { I OKIl yYISR® aL f20S Al

The Castillos and their four children moved to Benkleman four years ago, where
Robert took a position with the school district in the transportation department
and Mary continued to work at Haigler. A year later, she started a new job
working for Panhandle Community Services (PCS) in migrant education and later
initiated a migrant health program.

PCS is a non-profit community based health and human services organization that
serves low-income, disadvantaged, and those unable to meet need through other
sources. The home office and community health center are located in Gering. The
goal of PCS is to strengthen individuals, families and communities by helping
people help themselves and each other.



Mary is an outreach worker who exemplifies that mission, is an asset to the
program and well respected by the clients she serves, noted PCS Migrant Health
Office Coordinator Mary Longoria.* Through outreach efforts, Mary was able to
identify and offer services to a nine-year-old migrant girl who had been suffering
from epileptic seizures since birth. The girl was only four when Mary first met the
family. She was suffering up to five seizures a day and had never been seen by a
doctor for that disorder. The family migrated from Mexico and only spoke
Spanish.
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medical expenses and medicine she needed to take, so | called the same

organization in Colorado. They referred me to PCS in Gering, so the head manager

for the migrant health program visited with me for the girl and another family and
0KFdGQa Kz2g ¢S 3I20 adGFNISRZ¢é alNBE alAR 2
eastern Nebraska area.

Mary was able to begin services for the family and also assisted them in seeking

out medical care for their daughter. Today, she is a well-adjusted, happy young

girl that enjoys school and is learning the English language. Their comments
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Mary to help us and for the program she works for; she is not only a good person

through her job, but because she is naturally good-K S I NIl SR P £ F
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Now we have over 300 and we not only serve the Dundy County area, we serve all

the local areas from Red Willow to Chase County, to parts of Lincoln (County) and
LdzYl / 2dzyGer [/ 2f aNdoR2od RIVIR 6 S QYARS . GdENI YA Y

CKSY>S Ay (UKS @SINIwunnnZ alNEQa tAFS 4l a
was killed in a four-wheeler accident.

Two years later, the grief was still so overwhelming she was admitted to Richard
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something for me. Even though | was doing all this other stuff helping other
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Although the thought of starting school frightened her, she decided to just do it
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It had been 20 years since Mary had been in school, and there were times she

questioned her self-assurance:
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to school. | never liked it back (in high school). Then | took the CNA (certified
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work at PCS while attending school in McCook, then she had to move to North

Platte for a year to complete her coursesatMid-t f F Ayad aL g2dd R 02
weekends after Friday afternoon classes, then head back to North Platte on
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he kept telling me | could do it.
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load, but it all worked out. It made our children more responsible even though |

felt guilty having them pick up the slack. | think | prepared them for when they do

3SO 2dz0i 2y GKSANI 28y da



The family alsowenttooneA Yy 02 YS® G¢KI G ¢+ a KINRXZ¢é al
gl 0OK 2dzNJ LISyyAaASad 2SS KIFIR | K2dzaS KSNB

The trials seemed to fade, however, when on August 2, 2007, Mary donned cap
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of relief that | was done with school but | felt like that was just the beginning for
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That feeling of graduation euphoria gave Mary the incentive to climb even higher.
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credits on-line to attain her RN degree, driving to Imperial for psychology classes,

and is on the waiting listatMid-t € F Aya® { KSQa S@SyYy AYaLANE
college. He recently began classes in computer networking.

Her advice to other non-traditional students is simple: Be confident in yourself.
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you try to jump into a long-term goal it seems like it never ends. It just sets you up
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always hoping to be a role model for my kids, and | think in this manner | have

given them that because if | could do it at my age, surely they can do it at their
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But perhaps what makes Mary is most proud is the fact that she is the first in her
family -- of all her aunts, uncles, brothers and sisters -- to attend and graduate
from college.
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*Farm worker Health Services, Inc. Volume 4, Issue 3, March 2005



